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Greene Land Trust 
 

We are a not-for-profit corporation dedicated 
to protecting the many places that make 
Greene County special: 
 
• Scenic vistas that inspired the Hudson 

River School of painters and have 
attracted visitors to our mountains and 
valleys for generations. 

• Agricultural lands and the family farms 
they support, 
representing an 
essential part of our 
heritage and 
economy .  

• Open spaces that 
provide habitat for 
an abundance of 
wild creatures and 
an array of 
recreation 
opportunities for us and future 
generations.  

 
Learn more about us at our website:  

(September 2025) 
Grassland bird illustrations in this brochure were generously 

provided by local artist, James Coe, www.jamescoe.com  



Grassland birds at risk... 
Grasslands and the birds that depend on 

them are being lost at a rapid rate.  Over the 
past several decades some grassland bird 

populations have declined by  
70-90%.  

 
This dramatic decline is due to changes in land 
use and loss of habitat that has resulted from 
development, the loss of small family farms, 
changes in farming practices, and succession of 
grasslands into forest.    
 
The grassland birds most at risk in our area, and 
thus the main focus of our conservation efforts, 
are the state-endangered Short-eared Owl and 
the state-threatened Northern Harrier.  Greene 
County grasslands are home to several other 
migratory songbird grassland species that are 
also in decline and are of conservation interest.   
In order to halt the losses of these beautiful and 

significant birds, grasslands need to be protected 

and managed (mowed or grazed every few 

years) to prevent further losses and re-establish 

local grassland bird populations. 

Coxsackie Creek  
Grassland Preserve 

 
NYS threatened and endangered grassland 
birds, as well as grassland birds of special 
concern, can be found on these protected 
grasslands in both the winter and summer 
months. Short-eared Owls, Northern Harriers, 
Bobolinks, Grasshopper Sparrows and Eastern 

Meadowlarks can be 
seen and heard as they 
hunt for food and 
make their nests in the 
Preserve’s 
grasslands.    
 

Although mostly grasslands 
which were former farmland, the 
Preserve also contains important 
woodlands and wetland areas, as 
well as a beautiful stretch of the 
Coxsackie Creek – a tributary of 
the Hudson river.  
 
GLT opened a 1.3 mile trail at 
CCGP in 2024, which follows a 
winding portion of the Coxsackie Creek and 

includes views of the mountains, creek, and 
grasslands. Scan the QR code below for a 
digital copy of the trail map.  

Partnership for Conservation 
 
Created in 2004 the Grassland Preserve 
began through a partnership that included 
the Greene County Soil and Water 
Conservation District (GCSWCD), the Greene 
County Industrial Development Association 
(GIDA) and a local Greene County Habitat 
Advisory Committee.   This diverse group of 
stakeholders succeeded in fostering both 
economic development and environmental 
conservation.  Through cooperation with 
developers, instead of losing habitat to 
development, land was permanently 
conserved as the Preserve. The Greene Land 

Trust was established 
to provide management 
and stewardship for 
this important 
grassland habitat.  The 
establishment of the 
Preserve is an excellent 
example of how the 
Trust works with its 
partners to facilitate a 
balance between sound 

development and effective conservation. 

Scan Here for Trail Map 


